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[bookmark: _GoBack]There are large numbers of communities across our world which are struggling; and all are looking for solutions and salvations from their difficulties.  They look to politicians, to community leaders, to economists - but what Wright offers in this magnificent short book is how, with a strong and loud voice, the church could centre itself in the debate.   Wright spent Holy Week of 2007 at Easington Colliery, a community that had relied entirely on its coal mine, but which was suffering deeply following the pit closure 15 years previously.  It had become a place where insufficient work and poor housing had resulted in the loss of economic identity and social cohesion. The prime focus and purpose of the community had been ripped apart.
Into this situation Wright brought something more powerful than a promise to return to ‘the good old days’; into that situation Wright brought Jesus.  Taking that broken community, he walked them through the final week of Jesus’ life – with all its pain, sorrow and ultimate joy.  He does not reject or deny the reality of the situation – but instead carefully weaves the ‘voice’ of the individual and the community into the music that God has for His world.  Wright offers comfort to a broken society, and the chance to recognise there is healing in forgiveness and a hope in leaving behind pain at the foot of the cross.  This book should inform our preaching and help us articulate how the story of Jesus gives hope of a better future.  
